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ix thus Tas b rarkidiess nigra, me: 


Tris: chapter begins y with lai 
to repentance, and God not only ex- 
horts them, to repent, but puts words into 
their mouths, with which they may return 
unto him. « O lirael, return unto the 
1 Lord thy God ; for thou haſt fallen by 
4 thine iniquity., Take with | vou words, 
t and tum unto, t Lord: ſay unto Him, 
« take away all! iniquity, and receive us gras. 
* ciouſly : fo will we render the ; calves) 
t of our * Achur ſhall not fave us We- 
« will not ride upon horſes; neither will wo 
* ſay any more to the work of our hands, 
« Ye are our Gods; the. in Thee the father- 
8 leſs findeth mercy.” 


B _ 


. 


ooritillivned to point. out to them by 6 


* 


In ſpeaking upon theſe words we are na- 


turally led to enquire, url, who are the 


which they find e. thirdly, king - 
find it.—in Tur the Kaberle findeth 


mei⁰) /) A nant 1 LEED 


Firſt then, the N cc « F atherleſs” is put F | 


into the mouths of thoſe, who had turned 
from the* living and true God unto idols, 


e mingled with the heathen, and. 

«theit- works i which was | the caſe 25 
Efrael and Judah hen "Hoſea  prophecied, 
that s in tlie days . of Uzzah, Jeans 
* Ahaz, Hezeklah, 150 f Ju dah, 4 and 
*in the days of Jetobo am the n of 
* Joſiah; king of Iſrael, "of The 7 8 is 


7 & *a* # 


very | Rking age, by which the Fay 
Ghoſt marks the idolatry" of thoſe, to whom, 
« T was an Huſband, faith the Lord”: and 
to whom the Lord repreſents h himſelf as A. 


7271 45 
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aber allo, Rahdhhg 148, Hip do te hi 

Gu i in. every. '. poſſible relation. and 
&* now " they fin 1 more. and mere, and have 
ce made them molten 1 images of, ſiwer, idols 
* aCcgr ng N. | i N unger rſtanding, all 
cc «of i it the work pf. the craftsmen : they.fay 
« of them, let the, men that tacritige kiſe 
10 the calyes. 5 . Theſe are the people; who 
are exhorted to xetury unto, the Lord their 
God, and to confels dec „ Fatberleſs. 


1 look into the 
of t e Bool bo Dry. we. chere find 
an "account, of 
with th Children Iſrael. Is not He 
4 thy, ather 4 = thee? -hath He 
6 not age, hee and eſtabliched thee?, Re- why 
eher the days of gd, conider the years 
12 "oor geverajigns : alk thy, Scher aa 
be will ſhew: thee, thy, elders;and. they | 


, l tell theo... When che, Moſt High 
« divided to the nations their inheritance, 


* when He en the ſons of ny He 


Br „Hat. zit, 2, 
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ntal dealings q οο 
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te ſet the bounds of the people according, ta, 
* the number of the Children of Iſrael. or, 
the Lords portion 44 his Fools, Jacob i is 
« the lot of his inheritance, He ff gündd him 
«in a Ueſett land, and in the a ding 
& wilderneſs ; He led fins" about, the in- 
« ſtructed him. He Kept him & as "the app! E, 
© of his eye. As an eagle ſlireth up her 
. neſt fluttereth over her oung, ſpreadeth 
« abroad her wings e them, beareth, 
them on ber wing ie Lord alone did 
lead him, and there Wis no'ſtra A nge God 
* with hitn?”* In the'firhe 7 er Ar 
warnell of thoſe fins by whit ch they } Gout 

loſe all'theſe privileges, abd reminded of that 
baſe principle of in ngratitude ! in the human 
heart, which Kane but too often. puts in 


motion... But jeſhurun waxed fatand kicked; 


thou art waxen fat, Ge art grown 5 


& thou art covered with 'fathels ; z "then 
& torlogk God which made bim, and i hy 
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« eftecmed the Rock of his ſalvation. They 
fe provoked, him to jealouſy with ſtrange 
* gods, with abominations- provoked: they 
him to anger. They ſacrificed to-devils; 
i not to. God to gods whom they knew 
not, to nem gods hat- came newly» up 
* hom your fathers feared not. Of the 
H Rock that begat thee thou art unmindiul; 
« and haſt forgotten God that farmed thee. = 

Such was the character of the Iſtaalites 
| in the times when God taited up moſt of 

| thejr prophets, among them; and if theiry 
Vas a fatherleſs condition: in gopſequence:of 
their mixiog with the heathed; ſuch.doubt- 
leſß was the condition of the heathen them- 
ſelyes, When St. Pale way. t Athens,“ 
2 his ſpirit was ſtirred within him upon fee 
Lig the city wholly given to idolatry,and 
E upon finding an altar with this inſctiption, 
« to the URN] GD. It is true in- 
deed that in his diſcourſe upon this occaſion 
he repreſents God as the cammon parchegs 


* Y. x, 36. teen 
FC al 
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all'mankind;as t not far from every one of 
«08; for in him we live and mobe and ate, 
«as certain alſo of your: own'poets Have ſaid, 
% for we are? his offspring.“ But what to 
we expect to find in children? cettainly the 
knowledge of their father; but here is an 
altar to the UNX ow] Gon. We &r- 
tainly expect to find fome . reſemblande of 
their fither; * let us make man in our 
image after our Jikeneſs; but here are no 
traces of ſuch reſemblanee to be found, for 
„my ways are not your ways and my 
thoughts are not your thouglits, faith the 
« Lord.“ It is written, there i schone rich 
© teous; no not one: chere is none that un- 
* derſtandeth, thete is -none”'tHat ſerketh 
tt after God: they ate all gone out of the 
* way, they are altogether become unpro- 
. firable: there is none that doctii good, no 
not one.“ Theſe paſfages and many 
others. of the like import the Apoſtle brings 
together in the third chapter of his Epiſtle 


Gen. i, 2. I Iſtmah, I, B. 


to 


12 1 


to che W that they:were 


written that very mouth may be topped 
8 © and all the world become [guilty before 
God., Again, what do, we expect to 
find i in children ? we certainly expect the 
love of their. father hut they are /**; haters 
+ of God: , and, it the: carnal mind is en- 

© mity againſt God, for it is dot ſubject to 


« the law of God, neither indeed can be.. 


Once more, What do we expect to find in 

children? we expect a certain confidential 
nearneſs to their father 3 but where is any 
thing of chis kind between fallen man and 
the God that made him upright? The 
Apaſtle tells the converted Gentiles that 
they were * ſometime afar off, having no 
5 hope,” and! without God i in the world.” · 
They dread every approach and apprehen-- 
ſion of God. They hate the light, neither 
c come to the light, leſt their deeds ſhould 


c be xepraved” they put far away the 
« day of judgment as an evil day they ery 


* Rom, i, 30. Rom. viii, 2. © Ephes. ii, 12. 


cc to 
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to the ſeets ſee not, to the prophets pro- 
« pheey not, cauſe the Holy One of Ifrael to 
« ceaſe from before us. Now this is our 

ſtate by nature, the Apoſtle tells us it was 

the ſtate of thoſe who were now the diſtin- 

guiſhed monuments of the grace and of the 
power of God; and you (hath He taifed 

« from the dead and ſet at his own right 
© hand in heavenly places) who were dead 
in treſpaſſes and fins ; wherein in time 
« paſt ye walked according to the courſe of 
« this world, according to the prince of the 

« power of the air, the ſpirit that now 
« xorketh in the children of difobedience; 


« among whom alſo we all had our con- 


« yerſation in times paſt, in the luſts of our 
« fleſh fulfilling the defires of the fleſh and 


« of the mind; and were by nature the 


« children of wrath even as others.”* They 
who are taught of God, and who have read 


their Bible to any purpoſe, muſt feel theſe 


truths; =—P muſt fee} what the oy 


a Ephes. 10 20. ii, I, &c. 


is 


” 


t 9 1 
is repteſented to have felt, when he found 
himſelf ready to periſh ;*' and knowing 
by fad experience that to depart from God 
is to depart from happineſs, and that to 


perſevere in fin is to purſue deſtruction, N 
reſolve like him, I will ariſe and go u 


* my father, and I will ſay to him, father, * 
* have ſinned againſt heaven and before 
t thee, and am no more worthy to be called 
* thy ſon.” Thus repenting and thus returh- 
ing to the Lord their God in the way which h 
he hath ſet before them, they will Have 
cnuſc to acknowledge that a * Faber of che 
in fatherleſs is God in his ho! yhabitation.“ | 
This brings ine to the Send head of en 
quiry, namely, what is the © merey, which 
the fathetleſs are ſald to find. And what 
can this mercy be but to be reſtored ti the 
condition and privileges of the children of 
God? Is not “he thy father that bought 
* thee?” 80 God's children ate* bought 
* van a price, not with corruptible high 


* 1. 2 1 42889 £ 
* DO . ., 


— | «as 


[ 10 ] 
e as filver and gold, but with the precious 
e blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb without 
« blemiſh and without ſpot.” *——They, are 
alſo made and nnd“ they are a 
< new cxeation,“ — God's workmanſhip. 
created in. Chriſt Jeſus unto good works 
« which God hath before ordained that 
Z they ſhould walk in them, — they are 
* renewed in knowledge after the image 
ce of Him who created them,” and eſtabliſh- 
ed in, the faith as it is in [Jeſus —* Being 
« juſtified by faith they have peace with 
« God through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by 
« whom. alſo. they have acceſs by faith 
te into that grace wherein. they ſtand; and 
te rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.“ · 
What mercy is bere ?—no wonder that St. 
John. ſhould exclaim concerning it, Be- 
* hold, what manner of love. the Father hath 
c beſtowed. upon us, that we ſhould be call» | 
« ed. the ſons. of God!] Beloved, now are 


due dhe ſons. of God, and it doth not yet 


« 1 Pet, i, 19, Epheſ. ij, 10. Rom. v, 1. 
appear 


4, * 

« appear what we ſhall be: but we know 
« that when He ſhall appear we ſhall be 
« like Him, for we ſhall ſee Him as he 
« js,” * Our aſtoniſhment at this mercy 
muſt increaſe, if we confider the' methods 
which were taken to render it's deſigns ef- 
fectual; and of theſe we are informed in 
the fourth chapter of St. Paul's Epiſtle ta 
the Galatians. ** Now the heir as long as 
he is a child differeth nothing from a 
* ſervant though he be Lord of all, but 

« is under tutors and governors until the 

* time appointed of the father. Even ſo 

« we when we were children were in bond- 

« age under the elements of the world.” That 
is to ſay, God put us under the law as under 

a ſchool-maſter, not to juſtify us, but to give © 
us the knowledge of fin, that we might be 
trained up and prepared for receiving the 
glad tidings of the goſpel. The © law is our 

*« ſchool-maſter to bring us to Chriſt that 
ewe might be juſtified by faith,” and « by. 


„ John im 1. Gal. b, 24. * 
8 5 


— ——— 
— — ii eee ͥ́——— 


— — —— —— om — 2 


** when the fullneſs of time was come, God 
.** ſent forth his Son, made of a woman, 


image of his perſon, upholding all things 


„ 
« the law is the knowledge of ſin, . But 


* made under the law, to redeem them that 


* were under the law that we might re- 
* ceive the adoption of ſons.” Here are the 


methods which God has taken in order to 


effect the deſigns of his mercy: after having 


given the law {© long before which the goſ- 
e pel had been preached unto Abraham, 


in conſequence of a. purpoſe and grace 


* given us in Chriſt Jeſus before the world 
began”) © after having given us the law, to 
convince us of fin, and ſo to teach us our 


need of a Saviour, © when: the fullneſs of 
* time was come God ſent forth his Son.” 


—And if you aſk who this Som is, whom 


God ſent into the world—you are told that 


He is the heir of all things, by whom 
* alſo God made the worlds, that He is 
the brightneſs of God's glory, the expreſs 


hy Rom. zii, 20. 4 * Gal. ili, 8. . 2 Tim. i, 9. 
cc by 


333 

« by the word of his power, and having by 
1 himſelf purged our ſins, ſet down on the 
* right hand of the Majeſty on high, being 
* made ſo much better than the angels, as 
He hath by inheritance obtained a more 
t excellent name than them; for unto, which 
* of the angels ſaid He at any time, Thou 
te art my Son, this day have I begotton thee ? 
* and again, I will be to him a Father, and 
* He ſhall be to me a Son: and again when 
« He bringeth in the firit begotton into the 
„world He faith, let all the angels of God 
* worſhip him: unto the angels' he faith, 
* who maketh his angels ſpirits, and his 
t miniſters a flame of fire, but unto the 
* Son, thy throne, O Gon, is for ever and 
* ever, and Thou Loxp in the beginning 
« haſt laid the foundations of the earth, 
* and the heavens are the works of thy 

* hands, they ſhall periſh, but Thou re- 

*© maineſt, they ſhall be changed, but Thou 
** art the ſame and thy years ſhall not fail.” * 


See Hebrews 4. 


What 


. 

What a wonderful meſſenger was this to 
ſend into ſuch a world as ours! the Lord, 
God, the Governor, Preſerver, Maker, Poſ- 
 feffor of all things! and in what form was 
he ſent? © made of a woman” : that is, 
however miraculouſly conceived, yet born 


into the world exactly like the reſt of man- 


kind, „made in all things like unto his 
* brethren, fin only excepted,” as perfect 
man as He is perfect God: © forasmuch as 
the children are partakers of fleſh and blood, 
* He-alſo himſelf likewiſe took part of the 
& ſame.” * And in what condition did He 
appear? © made under the law :” this is the 
condition of the whole race of mankind. As 
there is but one Creator, ſo there is but 
t one Lawygiver who is able to ſave and to 

deſtroy” : and there is but one law which 
was originally. written upon the heart of 
Adam when he was created in the image 
and after the likeneſs of his Creator; the 
tranſgreſſion of this law was ſin, it was the 


9 Heb. ii, 14. Þ James iv, 12. 


original 


£20824 
original fin, and it is ſin unte this day: 
© hecauſe of tranſgreſſion, by which this 
law of his maker was effaced from the heart 
of man and the law of fin introduced in it's 
room, the law” the very ſame law © was 
« added” or revealed again by Moſes, and 
written upon two tables of ſtone never to be 
done away, requiring only that reaſonable 
ſervice which we owe to our Creator and 
our fellow creatures, © thou” ſhalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thine Heart and 
with all thy mind and with all thy foul 
and with all thy ſtrength, and-thy'neigh- 
e bour as-thyſelf,” and threatening death as 
the conſequence of tranſgreſlion: * the wages | 
af ſin is death.“ Therefore almeſt all 
things by che law were purged with blood, 
and wirhout the ſhedding of blood or 
death there is no remiſſionꝰ 1 Now 
Chriſt was made under the law, Which we 
had broken, as our ſurety and repreſentative, 
He undertook to. obey it's precepts and en- 


* Gal. iii, 19. Rom. vi, 2;, *© Heb. ir, 22. 


4 | dure 


2 

dure it's penalties, and is therefore deſcribed 
as * fulfilling the law and the: prophets and 
« all righteouſneſs,” as © having the chaſtiſe- 
e ment of our peace and the iniquities of us 
“all laid upon him,” as © being made ſin 
« and a curſe for us,” and as “ bearing our 
« ſins in his own body on the tree“: now. if 
there never was but one law, and if there 
vas never but one that obeyed it upon earth, 
the man Chriſt Jeſus, and if he obeyed at 
under the characters before deſcribed, it is 
certain that there can be none other name 
< under heaven given amongſt men whereby 
“he muſt be ſaved, but only the name of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt.. We muſt either be 
« found in im not having our own right- 
« couſneſs which is of the law, but the right 
 couſneſs which. is through the faith of 
-< Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is of God 
« by faith, oft we muſt be ourſelves an- 
« {werable- for the fulfillment of the v-hole 


Matt. iii, 15. v. 17, Kc. Iſa. 53. 2 Cor. v, 21. 
N , Gab Mt, 3* by Peter ths 21 01 
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om be Haven 3 
Ay » FONFEQUENCE{.O regem m The 
debgn, with which Chriſt Jas. was made 
b. under the xd vas, to, redeenarthent that 
** were under (the lays,” that, is, go,peyforin 
the gyrvof A pear Kinſman, ggg wha, by;the 
QC} die Jaw had A.tight,to, redeem an inhe- 
—.— and was, ally permitted. cf indicate 
QF FVENSE; the death:of his relagion, by kill 
— the KNayer, ibche, found thimaiqut of the 
of Klas! Sbriſt A, the.ger. Rini- 
ma thoſe, whom Ele f f Sg, ſhagped 
ht 7% Kall brethren,” Wag: tree em. them 
from, death and, aha grave, to, regel, for 
jthem the. eternalcinheritancey and tg gvenęe 
them an Ate their ſpiritual . enemy and 
werder Farm much 45 cherf bilden ave 
e partakers of fleſh fand lo, Fe pllo m- 
« elf ligeyaiſe. took, part, pf, the ame n that 
ee . deftroy bim cht 
had the pomer;of f death, zart i ag Neri, 


2 See tanta Jad4 Numbers 330 * n Parkortt's 
Hebrew Lexicon under the word iy Ng. 
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« and deliver them, whe through fear of 
death were all their life time ſubject unto 
bondage: and all this, that we might 
*. receive the udoption of ſons,” that wei WI 
are fatherleſs by nature, having no natural 
right to be called the children of God, 
might be made ſo by adoption ;” 'we ac- 
knowledge-as much in our beautiful cblleR 
for Chriſtmas-Day, and we acknowledge no 
more than we are taught to believe in ſerip- 
ture: *Bleffed be the God and Father” dt 
« our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hatli bleſſed 
e us with ell ſpiritual bleflüg in heabenly 
tt places in Chriſt : ' according as He hath | 
e choſen us in Him before the foundation 
of the world, that we fliould be holy and 
as without blame before Hini'in love: having | 

« predeſtinated us unto the adoption of chil- 
« dren by Jeſus Chriſt' unto himſelf, ac- 
« cording to che good pleaſure of his will. * 
But this is not all the mercy of God docs 
not ſtop with the ſending of his ſon; having 


* Heb. 1 2þ 15. g e 


fas 
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bat his Soo, He ſends bis Ro 
e becauſe ye ars ſons, God hath, ſent forth 
the Spirit of his Son into your heart, cry- 
* ing, Abba Father,” This is the Father's | 
gift, unto all his children, © I ye being evil 
* know. how. to give good gifts unto your 

* children, how. much more ſhall your Fa- 
* ther which is in heaven give the holy 
6 Spirit unto them that aſk. Him ?? The 
promiſes of Chriſt are expreſs. to this pur- 
poſe, many of them are to be found in the 
fourteenth, fifteenth, and ſixteenth chapters 
of St. John's Goſpel. —He expreſſes. himſelf 
in a remarkable manner when he ſays, 4 * 
«.will not leave you comſortleſs, in the 
Greek it is p orphans:“ which is as 
much as to ſay, that they, who have not the 
ſpirit of Chriſt, are in a * fatherleſsꝰ conditi- 
on; indeed the Apoſtle ſays the ſame, that. if 
dam; man haye not the ſpirit of Chriſt he 
« js none of his,” that *© as many as are led 
* by the Spirit of God, they are the ſons of 


: 6 Luke xi, 13. d John xiv, 18. 
. D 2 God,“ 


2e 1 
“ God,” that «ye * received the ſpirit 
© of adoption, whereby we cry Abba Fa- 
* ther,” and that < the” Spirit” ieſelf beareth 
« witneſs' with our ſpirits that we are tlie 
© children of God. · The Apo oftfe Peter has 
expefoly ſaid on Gerken day of Pen- 
tecolt; "the prorhiſe is uſito you and unto 
= your” children and unto all- that are d far | 
1 off, een A many as the Lord but God 
« ſhall ca d from whente we inky infer - 
that the irifluences of the Spirit can not Ceaſe, 
belng eſſentlat to the ied bf the Chriſs. 
tian Churck unto the end of time; "ay they 
in not ceaſt till the Ohiirch is complete in 
glory ;* but if the ſpitit of Him, that raiſed 
« up Jeſus from the dead; dwell in you He, 
u that raiſed up Chriſt from the dead, mall 
« alſo quicken your mortal bodies / bi 
Spirit that dwelleth in you ee there⸗ 
fore pray in our beautiful tolle& for Chit} 
mas-Day, that we being regelierate)'and 


Y "ny vill, is 9, 14 15,16. 7% Adds ü, 37 0 
8 Ran viii, 11. 
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made 
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& made God's children by adoption and 
* grace, may 7 be renewed | by his holy 
10 Spirit. 1% 
This is the 6 mercy,” which is. ſpoken of 
in the words of the text, and which is held 
forth i in the goſj pel to thoſe, who are by na; 
ture © fatherleſo, without hope and without 
God in the world, When a perſon has re- 
ceived cc the Spirit of. Gad's Son i in his heart 
* crying Abba Father“ he may be ſaid to 
have « found” this. mercy: as the Apoltle 
ſpeaks of. himſelf in the firſt chapter, of his 
Epiſtle | to Timothy; « for this cauſe I obs 
** tained mercy that in me firſt, or the chief af 
* ſinners, God might ſhew forth all lars 
Fc ſuffering, for a pattern. to, them which 
* ſhould. hereafter believe on Him unto life 
fe everlaſting. 7 Now, reader, if this is tha 
mercy which yau and I want, (nay what 
muſt become of us without it?) and if it is 
freely and fairly held forth to us in the 
word of God, the great queſtion | is, whey} 8 
it to be found? 
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This was propoſed to us as the third head 

of enquiry—it is moſt important, and great. 
emphaſis is laid upon it in the words of ad 
text, © in Taz the fatherleſs findeth mercy,” 

The returning Iſraelites, whom we may 
venture with the Apoſtle to call 6e 4 rem- 
< nant according to the election of grace,” * * 
are taught to come unto God as “ father- | 
leſs, confeſſing their iniquity, and praying 
for it's removal ; * take away, all iniquity :? 7 
they are tau ght to aſk for a gracious recep: 
tion, . and receive us graciouſly ;” they are 
taught to renounce all other dependencies ; 
e Aſhur ſhall not fave us, we will not ride 
c upon horſes, neither will we ſay any more 
* to the work of our hands, ye are our 
te Gods; to 1 in THEE the fatherleſs findeth 
© mercy.” Here the wicked are taught 

that this mercy is not to be found in the _ 
ways of fin; they, who arc righteous i in hei 
own eyes, that it is not by works of right= 
evuſneſs which they have done ; they who 


Rom. xi, 5. 


are 
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are wiſe in their own conceits, that it is not 
found by any efforts of their wildem; 1 4 but 
e that it is the wiſdom of God'in'a myſtery, 
«the hidden” wiſdom | ordained before | the 
ef world unto our glory.“ In hort all: Lag 
taught, that God is © the God of all gr 
and that all merey begins, continues," and 
ends with Him. Indeed the very enemies 
of Chriſt could ay, © who can forgive, [bing 
we but God only 72 To diſpenſe pardan' to 
the condemned is an act of 5 grace, Which we 


as the prerogative of © our. * Sovert erbiph, 
ay 


conſider as 

it 18 the brig Hteſt jewel i "his crown, 
'we never Ahe to arreſt it fr it Kam him. 
How date'w "Wet 25 make ſoch a att mpt 
againſt he the e ehe and boly ' Potentate, the 
„King of Kings and Lord & Lords?” iow 
dare we be offended, when He afferts' his 


prerogative % L vil be gracious to w whom, I 


hon will be 8220 ou „and T will have, comps 
«fon 0 on whom | 
* I I: am He, that blotteth out thy tranſ« 


o\ 2 1 Cor. n, 7. es ll, 23˙ Rom. l, 15. 


« greſſions 


will have compaſſion ? — 


3 
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it oreſſions for m own Bhs * ill. ge * 
be Fab thy. ns 9 for: my own ſak 7 the fp 
& my own ſake will I not do it, for how 
* ſhould my name be polluted? 9g I will 
70 not give my glory to another. if What 
is the Apoſtle' 8 concluſion, from ſuch f pro- 
raiſes as theſe ? « ſo then, it ie mot of hin 
at willeth, nor of him, t ont nethe 
i of Go that Hema ag 3 ingdeed St, 
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th th, © cc if i It 55 of . PHIL of 
1 Phe Bret Wo OED 
e790 1h G98, and mp 


_ 


Tr” A 5 him for 2 5 he 
0 David deſeribethi the 10 edneſs of, 

« . wan, to whom Goqi 7 Fee 
« without works, tay 87 b FL the aun, 
40 whoſe unrigh tcouſpeſs | = forgiy Da 20 
Wu whoſe fin. i 18. covered, | "bl leſſed is 
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2 
1 bad, whom the Lord. 5 | impute: . 


. 7e that « this bleſledp 


for « circum 
an xliii; 25. > Hajah z 11. % Romi 46. 


4 Rom. xi, 6. © Rom. 4. 
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tt ſion 


WW 25 
te flon and uncircumcifion,” that i is 1 Jew 
and: Greek; that neither can be bleſſed in 
any other Way, and that if any « of cither are 
alive unto God, "they receive. "their life, like 


criminals, as a gift from their fovercign 


ee the wages = fin is death, but the gift of 


g 


' 


the "God 1 is "that life through Jeſus en 
our Lord. a l u 

' As God is | the duthor and giver of n merey, 
ſo He beſtows 1 it in his own way ; ; and He 
hath” appointed no way but one. ﬆ All 
ys things are of God, who bath reconciled 
* us to Himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, and hath | 
te committed t to Lf miniſtry of reconci- a 
te Jiation : tov wit, that God was in Chriſt re- 
& conciling the wotld r unto Himſelf and bh 
wa imputing their” treſpaſſes urito them. For 
« He hath made Him to be fi for us who 
ec knew no fin, that we might be x made the 
« \ righteouſneſs of God i in Him. * This is is 


9948 


hers of thankind : We if rio God but one, 
| 4 Rom. 2 21. 5 Cor. v, is, 19. 21. | 
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and no way to him but one. There is 
one God and one Mediator between God 


and men, the man Chriſt Jeſus. * | Tam 


the way, and the truth, and the life, no 
man cometh. to the Father but by me.“ 
It is eſſential to true repentance or conver- 
fion to feel and acknowledge theſe truths ; 
"that God is the firſt and the laſt, the ſole 
author and finiſher of man's, ſalvation ; and 
that He pardoneth iniquity, paſſeth by tho 
* the tranſgreſſion of the remnant of his he- 
ritage, and retaineth not his anger for 
be; ever, "becauſe He delighteth in mercy.* 
« But. God, who is tich in mercy, for the 
great love where with He loved us even 
* when we were dead in fins, hath quick- 
e ened us together with Chriſt, by grace ye 
© are ſaved ; and hath raiſed us up together, 
e and made us ſit together in heavenly 


places in Chriſt Jeſus: that in ages to 
come He might ſhew. the exceeding riches 
* of his grace in his kindneſs towards us 


1 Tim. ii 5. John xiv, 6. © Micah, vii, 18. 
through 


| { 27 ] 
« through Chriſt Jeſus ; for by grace are ye 


« ſaved, through | faith,” and that not of 
6c yourſelves, it is the gitt of God; not of 


% works, leſt any man ſhould boaſt; for we 

*: are his workmanſhip, created in Chriſt 
| « Jeſus unto good works, which God hath 

before ordained, that we man walk in 
6c them.“ 

Well may the prophet ſay, * Who is a 
« God like unto Thee ?” and in the ſame 
word in which He hath cauſed * his glory 
and his goodneſs to paſs before us, and 
«« proclaimed, the Lord, the Lord God, mer- 
« ciful and gracious, long ſuffering and 
* abundant in | goodneſs and truth,” He | 
hath propoſed himſelf to our knowledge 
and to our imitation. 

“Thus faith the Lord, let not the wiſe 
« man glory in his wiſdom, let not the 
e mighty man glory in his might, let not 
* the rich man glory in his riches ; but let 
him that glorieth, glory in this, that be 


» Ephes, ii, 4, Ke. v dee Exod. xxziil, 18, 19. and xxxiv, 6, 
E 2 under 
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* underſtandeth and knoweth me, that I 
* am the Lord, which exerciſeth loveth kinda 
** neſs, judgment and righteouſneſs in the 
* earth.”* As to other knowledge, it may 
qualify us to thrive or to ſhine in this life: 
but.“ this is life eternal, to know Thee the 
25 only true God, and Jeſus. Chriſt : whom 
* Thou haſt ſent.” > 

Where there is the knowledge of God, 
which cannot ſubſiſt without his- image, as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks of being renewed. in 
1 knowledge after the image of him that 
* created us,” « there muſt be the imitation 
of God alſo. * Be ye followers, Myra 
© imjtators, of God as dear children, and 
e walk in love, as Chriſt alſo hath loved us, 
© and given himſelf for us an offering and a 
& ſacrifice to God, for a ſweet ſmelling ſa- 
* your,” * It is impoſſible to be followers 
of God, and not to þe found in the way of 
love; © for love is of God; and every one 
* that loveth is born of God, and, knoweth 


| Jer. ix, 23+ Þ John xvii, 3. Col. iii, 10. 4 Epheſ. v, 1. 
« God. 
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1 God, He that loveth not, knowcth not 
* God; for God is love.” Here is our 
& perſuaſive to charity. 

If we trace to their proper ſcource all the 
5 malice and envy, in which we are living, 
** hateful and hating one another,” * we. muſt 
go back to our original departure from God, 
and obedience to ſin,“ as Cain who was of 
„that wicked one, and flew his brother.” 
From that time to this the hiſtory of the 
world has been no better than the roll of 


John weſß, Eſq; left twenty | hilling) a year to 0 
three miniſters of Reading, for the time being, for preach- 
ing a ſermon alternately in their reſpective pariſh/churches, 

on the morning of every St. Thomas's-Day for ever; the 
ſubject theregf to be, a yensw ag1vE TOCHARITY, la the 
year 1779 it was propoſed to unite practice with lade. 
by making a collection at the church doors, with 4 ver 
to eſtabliſh a Charity School ſor the education of Poor Girl, 
belonging to the three pariſhes of Reading,—The attempt 
was truly laydable, and has been wonderfully ſucceſsful. 

But the progrefs of this good work mult ſtill depend, under , 
God, upon the contiunance and increaſe Md 


A Add 


d Tit. iti, 3. 


r * Ezekiel, 


„ 

Ezekiel, written within, and without, 
* Jamentations, and mourning, and woe.“ 

Our return unto God is the only remedy 
for that miſchief, which was cauſed by our 
departure from Him: and our way is plain 
before us, even JesuUs CuRIST, who once 
ſuffered for fins, the juſt for the unjuſt, that 
He might bring us to God.” = From his 
mouth we receive a © new commandment, 
< that we love one another.> Give to him 
te that afketh thee, and from him that would 
* borrow of thee turn not thou away. Ye 
«* have heard that it hath been faid, Thou 
+ ſhalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine 
enemy; but I ſay unto you love your ene- 

mies, bleſs them that curſe you, and pray 
« for them that detpitefully uſe you and per- 
* fecute you; that ye may be children of 
« your Father which is in heaven: for He 
& maketh his ſun to riſe on the evil and on 
the goed, and ſendeth rain on the juſt and 
© on the unjuſt, Be ye therefore perfect, 


1 1 Pet. ili, 18. d Ich xiii, 34+ 


© even 


{ 31 J 
even as your Father which is in heaven is 

« perfect; or, E 
e ther alſo is merciful . 

But befides a perſuaſive to F in ge- 
neral, we wiſh to recommend a particular 
Object of your attention and bounty; which, 

as it is calculated to promote a: reformation 
of manners amongſt us, may undoubtedly 
be conſidered as a national concern. How 
frequent are rabberies and murders amongſt 
us? how common and juſt the complaints, 
not only that we cannot travol our roads or 
Aeep in our houſes with ſafety, but chat wwe 
cannot get ſervants, upon whoſe fidelity we 
can depend ? to what is all this to be aſcrih- 
ed? certainly to the corruption of our nature, 
in the firſt place, but in the next, to the 
want of all attempts to counteract that cor- 
ruption, by a religious Chriſtian education. 
1 fay, a religious Chriſtian education: for 


to what are we t0 aſcribe the profligacy and "# 


Profaneſs, which * in the * ranks 
2 Man. v, 42, bee. and Luke 1 35. 


of 


121 
of life, and are diffuſed from them tlirou gh⸗ 
out the whole circle of their inferiors — 
dependents, but to the ſad neglect of in- 
culcating the principles of the doctrine of 
Chriſt in the courſe of their education? 
It is a fact too notorious to be denied, and 
of too ſerious conſequenoes not to be lament. 
ed, that whilſt all poſſible pains are taken to 
4 teach all that wiſdom by which the 
« world knew not God,“ none are taken 
to ine uleate a the wiſdom which is from 
e above,” by which alone we can know 
Him. A petſon may paſs through moſt of 
our public ſeminaries, and our two famous 
univerſities alſo, and never once have put 
into his hands, as the book for ſtudy and 
meditation, TE SCRIPTURE. GIVEN ' BY 
INSPIRATION or Gop. . 

Baut as for the rich, they muſt do as they | 
pleaſe; they are giving daily proofs of the 
truth of what is written, * that it is eaſier 
for a camel to go thrbugh the eye of a 
« needle, than for a rich man to enter into 
* * the kingdom of God. To the poor the 
te Goſpel 
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«© Goſpel i is preached,” and to them we leok 
for refbrmation. Much has been done, and 
much more may reaſonably be expected, by 
the inſtitution of Sunday Schools: and indeed 
we may alwiys look for the bleffing of God | 
upon every attempt to reſcue the riſing ge- 
neration from ignorance and ſin: your re- 
peated ſupports of this charity, for which 
I have the honour and happineſs to plead; | 
are proofs of an approbation, to which no- 
ching that T can fay may be ſuppoſed to add: 
but in recommending it from the pulpit, it be- 
comes me to urge motives infinitely ſuperior | 
to thoſe, which are temporary and political. 

Vou proſeſs and call yourſelves Chriſtiabs: 
and would to God ye were ſuch, not in 
«© 'word and in tongue only, dut alſo in deed | 
«and Ih truth!“ You aſk, What claim 
have theſe children upon us as chriſtians for 
our ſupport? and you ſhall have their 
claim in © words which the Holy Ghoſt | 

<«teacheth ; we are ofphans and heilen, ; 
py gs oor” 7 oihets are as widows.” = . We 
og n oM amnion, „ * 


CT F may 
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may have fathers of our fleſh,” but thro! 


their poverty or wickedneſs, or perhaps both; 
we are deprived of the chief benefits, uhich 
we ought to receive from them. We — 
to you for parental inſtruction and care ; ; to 

be ſnatched, as by an angel's arm, from 
proſtitution and ruin, and to, be conducted 
« to a little Zoar, that our ſouls may live: - 


and our miſery is our plea for your mercy. 


Leet the richeſt ang. the beſt of us go to 
Fc the throne of grace,” and what better can 

we ſay of ourſelves, than that we are or- 
ge phans and fatherleſs ?” and what dan we 
ſee in ourſelves, that could induce God to 
have mercy upou us, but the compaſſionate 
conſideration, that we are ©, wretched, and 
te miſerable and poor and blind naked?” bus 


when God brings us to a throne of grace, 
He furniſhes us with a, plea, which ſuper- 
ſedes the neceſſity of every other; unto. us 
He hath given Jzsvs CRIRT, and unto. 


% Hi a name which is above every name. 

fe Aſk whatever ye will in name, ap 

it _ be given you. We are taught alſo 
| to 


4 A 8 
your hearts towards it—and. GG . 
grant that this day's collection miy abound ms 
with- much thankſgiving to himſelf, 9 
profit to theſe children, and much comfort 8 


to thoſe, who have two objects at heart, 2 2 
| which are ever connected, the glory © of Gt 
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